
Local residents, including your Marbury 
Councillors, were disappointed recently when Cheshire West and 
Chester Council failed in their bid to get funding, from the 
Levelling Up Fund, for a new Winnington bridge. 
  
Esther McVey MP and Councillors Lynn Gibbon, Phil Marshall and 
Norman Wright had made it clear that a new Winnington bridge was 
vital for the area. They had all supported the project and can’t 
believe an incomplete bid was submitted for such an essential 
scheme. 
  
The existing crossing was not built for the weight of modern traffic 
and local housebuilding that has already taken place locally- and the 
additional sites already granted permission by Cheshire West, will 
just exacerbate the pinch point that is the bridge. 
  
The government have now provided 
feedback on the bid -and why it didn’t 
succeed- and it is clear there was 
significant gaps in the plan put forward 
by the Labour-led council.  
 
The government acknowledges that, 
overall, the crossing fits the 
requirements of the bid but there was 
significant supporting detail missing. 
There was no information about the 
impact on the A533, no evidence to support how they had arrived at 
some of their conclusions or how the bridge would work with 
walking and cycling routes or improve bus service reliability. 
  
The council also doesn’t have a plan if local landowners don’t want 
to sell them the land required and have subsequently admitted they 
don’t even know who all the owners are; the government, 
understandably, won’t invest public funds without confidence the 
council has a workable plan. 
 
Norman Wright asks ‘Why didn’t the council ask for help identifying 
landowners? This weakened the bid by preventing discussions on 
securing future ownership of all the required land beforehand’. 

  
Most shocking of all is that there 
was insufficient detail on the 
effects of the bridge on the A559 
Marston Lane. It is difficult to 
imagine how this section of road is 
even being discussed as part of the 
plan given that it isn’t local- if 
officers were more aware of this 
area, they would know that was the case. 
  
Lynn Gibbon asked CWaC officers to explain how this road was even 
in the plan. It was a question they couldn’t answer. Lynn 
commented, ‘I am really disappointed that the officer team have 
produced a bid document that fails to provide the required 
information to allow the government to support it’.  
 
Phil Marshall adds, ‘I raised the point regarding active travel and the 
possibilities north of the Weaver for walking and cycling when the 
bid was being drafted, but was told that this would come later. 
Clearly the bid assessors thought differently. This is really 
disappointing and a huge opportunity missed It was an ambitious 
bid but lacked detail’. 
 
There is another round of bidding and the Council can resubmit 
their application at that point. MP Esther McVey adds, ‘It is 
incomprehensible that the council put in such a poor bid and failed 
to get this vital infrastructure for the area. It can’t be right that they 
managed to get funding for 
Ellesmere Port with a bid 
that was adequate, yet 
failed to do that for this part 
of the borough’. 
 
Lynn, Phil, Norman and 
Esther will be pushing the 
Labour-led council to ensure 
we are not let down again. 
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Councillors Phil Marshall, Lynn Gibbon and 
Norman Wright with Esther McVey MP at the 
bridge before the bid was submitted. 

Winnington Bridge– in need of  

replacement 
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Need Esther’s 
help? 

Write:   84 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5JH 

Phone:  01625 529922 

Email:   officeofesthermcveyMP@parliament.uk 

To sign up for regular email updates, visit    

www.esthermcvey.com 

      To keep up to date visit Facebook/ Tatton Conservatives 

 

 

 

PLEASE TELL US WHAT 
MATTERS TO YOU 

 I can display a poster  
 I’d like to hear more about being 
    a Councillor 
 I can deliver leaflets 
 I’d like to attend social events  
 I’d like to join the local Party 

COMPLETE ONLINE: 
www.tattonconservatives.org.uk/tellme  

Or post this form to: Esther McVey MP, 
84 Chapel Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5JH 

The information you provide will be used for these 

purposes only, and will be used only by the 

Conservative Party; including its candidates, 

representatives and associations. We will not give 

information to anyone else, and it will be easy to 

withdraw your consent at any time. 

Please let me know about any issues: 

Name: 

Address: 

Email: 

Telephone: 

Please only fill in the above boxes if you consent to 

us contacting you in one of those ways 

Need to contact your 
Councillors? 

Cllr. Phil Marshall 

Phone: 07917 171438 

Email: philmarshall@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 

Cllr. Norman Wright 

Phone: 07944 858312 

Email: normanwright@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 

Cllr. Lynn Gibbon 

Phone: 07581 226814 

Email: lynngibbon@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 

Neighbourhood Pride was introduced for elected councillors to propose 
small to medium environmental improvement projects 
within their wards. It was intended to increase pride in 
our local parishes and support community wellbeing. 

Your councillors wanted to ensure local priorities were 
identified and addressed and were of benefit  to 
residents, which is why these two projects were chosen. 
They will deliver a lasting impact through material 
improvements, helping everyone to live in a greener, 
better community.  

The chosen projects were improving the play area in 

Little Leigh and the grass verges in Alamein Road, 
Barnton. 

The play area has a new gate, canopy and new sand for 
the pit, improving children’s safety and enjoyment of this 
much used facility. In Alamein Road residents have, for 
many years, had to park on the grass verges, resulting in 
deep water filled, muddy holes. The road, which is narrow 
is a well used local bus route. 

The work involved eradicated the deep holes and laying eco friendly block paving 
which encourages grass through. This should be visible in the spring, turning what 
was an eyesore into a real improvement that benefits residents. 

Neighbourhood Pride Funding– your Marbury Councillors’ projects 

Alamein Road where 
councillors funded 
improvements 

Little Leigh play area 


